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SDGs & North American Cities
Our Common Future

UN Conference on the Human Environment .
1972 (Habitat I; Stockholm, DE) World Commission on

Our Common Future Brundtland Commission Environment and Development

1987 (Commissioned morthan 75 studies and reports)

. (Brundtland Commission) 1987
UN Conference on Environment & Development

(Earth Summit; Agenda 21; Rigrazi)

UN Conference on Human Settlements
(Habitat II; Istanbul, Turkey) AR

Millennium Summitg Establish Millennium 7N RICE
Development Goals MDGs x& Deadline 2015 T N

World Summiton Sustainable Development
(JohanessburgSA)

Rio + 20
2012 (Rio, Brazih
Sustainable Development Goals

¢ SDGs x 1@ Deadline 2030

1992

1996

2000

2002

2015



SDGs & North American Cities

Sustainable Development

Developmenthat meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs (WCED 1987)

) ®

DEVELOPMENT VS NEEDS & ASPIRATIONS CONSUMPTION LONG TERM
GROWTH VS WANTS LIMITATIONS PLANNING
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Sustainability Indicators 1(0987- ?77)
Quest for the Holy Grall

- What are the Ideal Indicators?

Guide to Sustainable Community Indicators,
Maureen Hart 1999

Sustainability Indicators 2(8016- 2030)
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

- Comprehensive Indicators

- How do different countries and cities and communities compare?
Promoting the Sustainable Development Goals in North
American Cities
Abraham, D antyer, S 2020
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SDGs & COAIY

GOODHEALTH Goal:  3.D.Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing
ol countries, forearly warning, risk reduction and managemehnational

and global health risks
4

13 E\ETWE Goal: 13.1Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacityMatural]
hazards and natural disasters in all countries
@ 13.2Integrate[Natural Hazard Responseieasures into RICE
national policies, strategies and planning B L \LA/ L
13.3Improve education, awarenesaising and human and

Read: Natural Hazard institutional capacity oriNatural Hazardmitigation,
adaptation, impact reduction and early warning

TGS Goal:  FINANCE
Bl Goal:  TECHNOLOGY

Goal: CAPACITBUILDING
Goal: SYSTEMATIC ISSUES
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Houston Sustainability Indicators
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Section I: City & Regional Localization of SDGs .
2 Localizing the SGDs in Baltimore: Challenges and Opportunities of the USA Sustainable t I e S
Cities Initiative
o Seema D. lyer, University of Baltimore
3 Los Angeles: Measuring Its Ambition to Achieve the SDGs
o Tony Pipa, Brookings Institution
4 The Idea of Sustainability and the Houston Region
o David B. Abraham, Rice University

Section lI: Programs and Tools to support the implementation of the SDGs
5 Making the SDGs Relevant for Cities: Using the Community Capital Tool in British
Columbia
o Maria Spiliotopoulou & Mark Roseland, Simon Fraser University
6 How Local Communities Can Align with United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals: A Santa Cruz County Case Study
o Susan Brutschy, Applied Survey Research

Section IlI: Mobilizing Local SDG efforts across North America
7 Top-down and Bottom-Up Approaches to the SDG-Monitoring Challenge
o Jessica Espey, Sustainable Development Solutions Network
8 Data for Good for All - Enabling All Communities to Track Progress Towards SDG
Implementation
o Jennifer Temmer & Stefan Juncurt, International Institute for Sustainable
Development

RICE
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Section IV: Developing new methods and data to localize SDGs
9 Helping the Neighborhood Create Indicators for Sustainable Housing Planning,
Sustainable Development Goal #11 Sustainable Cities & Communities

o Luis Estevez, St. Cloud State University

10 How the Youth Social Enterprise (YSE) Model Supports the Implementation of the

Sustainable Development Goal #8 Economic Growth and Decent Work in American Cities
o Peg Thomas, Jennifer Valorose, Laura Schauben, & Nancy Jacobs, Sundance
Family Foundation

Section V: Goals, Targets and Indicators for Localizing SDGs in the US
11 Proposed Local SDG Indicators for US Cities and Communities
o David B. Abraham, Rice University



The ldea of Sustainability in Houston

Over the last 45 years there has been at least four (4) major efforts at developing
sustainability programs in the Houston region.

A 1974when tycoon and engineer George Mitchetinvened a group of renowned
business leaders, educators and futurists, including Dennis Meaoho®&/4, to
developal® S| NJ LINEPAINI Y 2F | OGA 2 ythanpresanRSY YA Té& | ¥
and-projected nature of growth and developmenf

A The second was 2010 The Houston regional council of governments received| EY &

Fdzy RAYy3 FNBY t NBAARSY(G . FNFXO1l hol Yl )RILGEY
LINE 3 NI WX Y8 NE KAL) F2NJ { diegram was awbrded to 2 WY dzy A U"A"'SE
develop a regional plan for sustainability (HGAC 2011).

A The third was also iB010That same year the City of Houston, the most populous
city in the Houston Metro region, created a position for a Sustainability Director.

A In2002,Rice University launched the Shell Center for Sustainability, to foster and
develop interdisciplinary research partnerships to evaluate sustainable development
in the region. Over the course of 15 years, the research think tank convened
business, government and civil stakeholders authoring numerous studies and
reports on sustainability in the region (SCS 2017).
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The 9-county Houston-The
Woodlands-Sugar Land MSA

Neadville
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