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SDGs & North American Cities
Date Event

1972
UN Conference on the Human Environment 
(Habitat I; Stockholm, DE)

1987
Our Common Future ςBrundtland Commission 
(Commissioned morethan 75 studies and reports)

1992
UN Conference on Environment & Development 
(Earth Summit; Agenda 21; Rio,Brazil)

1996
UN Conference on Human Settlements 
(Habitat II; Istanbul, Turkey)

2000
Millennium SummitςEstablish Millennium
Development Goals ςMDGs x8 ςDeadline 2015

2002
World Summiton Sustainable Development 
(Johanessburg, SA)

2012
Rio + 20 
(Rio, Brazil) -

2015
Sustainable Development Goals 
ςSDGs x 17 ςDeadline 2030

Our Common Future ς
World Commission on 

Environment and Development 

(Brundtland Commission) 1987



SDGs & North American Cities

Sustainable Development

Developmentthat meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs (WCED 1987)

DEVELOPMENT VS 
GROWTH

NEEDS & ASPIRATIONS 
VS WANTS

CONSUMPTION 
LIMITATIONS

LONG TERM 
PLANNING



SDGs & North American Cities

Sustainability Indicators 1.0 (1987 - ???)

Quest for the Holy Grail
- What are the Ideal Indicators?

Guide to Sustainable Community Indicators, 
Maureen Hart ς1999

Sustainability Indicators 2.0 (2016 - 2030)

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
- Comprehensive Indicators
- How do different countries and cities and communities compare?

Promoting the Sustainable Development Goals in North 
American Cities
Abraham, D and Iyer, S 2020



SDGs & North American Cities
Data Sharing!   Online Visualization!   Data Sharing! 

www.HoustonCommunitySustainability.org





Goal: 3.D. Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing 
countries, for early warning, risk reduction and managementof national 
and global health risks

Goal: 13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to [Natural] 
hazards and natural disasters in all countries
13.2 Integrate [Natural Hazard Response] measures into 
national policies, strategies and planning
13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and human and 
institutional capacity on [Natural Hazard] mitigation, 
adaptation, impact reduction and early warning

Read: Natural Hazard

Goal: FINANCE
Goal: TECHNOLOGY
Goal: CAPACITY-BUILDING
Goal: SYSTEMATIC ISSUES

SDGs & COVID-19
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The Idea of Sustainability in Houston

Over the last 45 years there has been at least four (4) major efforts at developing 
sustainability programs in the Houston region. 

Å 1974 when tycoon and engineer George Mitchell2 convened a group of renowned 
business leaders, educators and futurists, including Dennis Meadows3 in 1974, to 
develop a 10-ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψthen-present-
and-projected nature of growth and developmentΦΩ 

Å The second was in 2010. The Houston regional council of governments received 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ .ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ΨtŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ The grant was awarded to 
develop a regional plan for sustainability (HGAC 2011). 

Å The third was also in 2010 That same year the City of Houston, the most populous 
city in the Houston Metro region, created a position for a Sustainability Director. 

Å In 2002, Rice University launched the Shell Center for Sustainability, to foster and 
develop interdisciplinary research partnerships to evaluate sustainable development 
in the region. Over the course of 15 years, the research think tank convened 
business, government and civil stakeholders authoring numerous studies and 
reports on sustainability in the region (SCS 2017). 



The Idea of Sustainability in Houston




