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REGIONS AND CITIES TOWARDS RESILIENCE AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT:

APPLYING THE RESILIENCE LENS TO THE OECD LOCALISED INDICATOR 

FRAMEWORK FOR SDGS



THE OECD LOCALISED INDICATOR 
FRAMEWORK FOR SDGS



SDGs require the participation of every level of government
and sector of society to be achieved

1. Local Governments need to know where they stand Today
against the 2030 Agenda

2. Monitoring progress over time, relative to country and to other
peer regions and cities

3. Promoting an informed dialogue across levels of government
and sectors of society, as well as partnerships and cooperation
between regions and cities

Why to measure the SDGs at the subnational level?



Measuring SDGs at the subnational level requires selecting the 
appropriate scale of analysis

– While some indicators have to be measured within administrative boundaries (e.g., 
gender balance in local government),

– … other indicators are more relevant following a functional urban approach (e.g., 
transport accessibility)

– Regions: first administrative tier of subnational government or TL2 Large Regions.

• Coverage: 600+ TL2 Large Regions of 48 countries (36 OECD and 12 partners)

– Cities: Metropolitan areas or Functional Urban Areas of more than 250K people.

• Coverage: 600+ FUAs of 33 OECD countries and Colombia

At which subnational scale?



The concept of Functional Urban Area (FUA)
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A metropolitan area is a FUA of 250 000 people or more
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• i) What targets and indicators are 
relevant at the subnational scale?
– Place-relevant vs. place-neutral

• ii) What targets and indicators are 
relevant in OECD countries?
– Developed vs. developing country

Identifying SDG Targets and Indicators for OECD Regions 

and Cities based on UN Global Indicator Framework 

Place -
relevant

OECD 
relevant

OECD Place-relevant 

The OECD estimates that at least 105 out of the 169 SDGs targets are very relevant 

for OECD regions and cities



• Regional Database http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/region-data-en

– Regional Well-being tool http://www.oecdregionalwellbeing.org

• Metropolitan Database http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/data-00531-en

The OECD Regional and Metropolitan databases are 

our main sources of data (but not only)

Regional- covers first 
and second administrative 
tiers of subnational 
government

Metropolitan- covers 
functional urban areas of 
more than 250 thousand 
inhabitants 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/region-data-en
http://www.oecdregionalwellbeing.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/data-00531-en


Bridging selected data gaps

Obesity rate

Pupils and students enrolment 

Women victims of physical or sexual 

violence (%); and Women Mayors (%)

Population connected to at least 

secondary wastewater treatment (%)

Final energy consumption per capita

Municipal waste that is recycled (%)

• GHS Grids: 

Built-up area growth relative to population growth

• Gallup World Poll: 

Feeling of Safety (%) (among others)

• World Database on Protected Areas: 

Protected terrestrial and coastal areas

• OECD-ITF Database: 

Performance of public transport network (among 

others)

• Global Database of Power Plants:

Percent of electricity that comes from renewables

Data from other sources or modelled 

(Unconventional)
A new section in the OECD-WPTI 

Questionnaire (Conventional)



For which of the OECD subnational Targets do we 

have indicators?

% of subnational Targets with at least one available indicator, by Goal and scale 

Around 130 indicators that allow monitoring progress in 65 out of the 105 targets 
identified as very relevant for OECD regions and cities. 

Source: OECD (2020), A Territorial Approach to the Sustainable Development Goals: Synthesis report



OECD Visualisation tool for SDGs in regions and cities: 

https://www.oecd-local-sdgs.org/

https://www.oecd-local-sdgs.org/


RESILIENCE INDICATORS FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

(SELECTED EXAMPLES)



• Target 1.5: Build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and
reduce their exposure to economic, social and environmental shocks

• Target 11.b: Increase the number of cities implementing policies for resilience to
disasters (in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction)

• Target 13.1: Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards

• But also 2.4 (resilient agricultural practices), 9.1 (develop resilient infrastructure)
and 14.2 (resilience of marine and coastal ecosystems), among others

The SDGs include resilience targets and indicators



Highly unequal cities – with high concentration of urban poor – are 

more vulnerable to social, economic and environmental shocks

% of people with household income below half the national median household income, circa 2016

Relative poverty rates in cities

Source: OECD (2018), Regions and Cities at a Glance 2018



Stark regional inequalities in morbidity and mortality rates make some

places more vulnerable to health crises, such as COVID-19

• People with high blood pressure, heart
and lung diseases, and obesity are more
susceptible if infected with COVID-19
(WHO, 2020)

• In some regions in Mexico, Chile and the
United States, close to 40% or more of the
population is obese

Obesity rates, 2018

Percentage of adult population, large regions (TL2)

Source: OECD (forthcoming), Regions and Cities at a Glance 2020



Medical resources, which are crucial for managing health 

crises, differ substantially across regions in OECD countries

Source: OECD (forthcoming), Regions and Cities at a Glance 2020



Protecting biodiversity and ecosystems can make the world less vulnerable

to pandemics. Yet, wildlife protection is very unequal across regions

• In OECD countries, the share of protected areas in the most protected region is, on
average, 30-percentage points higher than in the least protected region

Regional disparities in protected terrestrial area, 2017

Protected terrestrial area as a percentage of total area, large regions (TL2)

Source: OECD (forthcoming), Regions and Cities at a Glance 2020



• In the context of COVID-19 and measures of
social distancing, digital tools have become
essential for the continuity of educational
programs and long life learning (OECD, 2020a)

• In the OECD, capital regions tend to benefit from
access to optical fibre, while the rest of regions
face very limited access to high-speed internet

Digital infrastructures for high-speed internet, such as optical 

fibre, are not equally accessible across regions
High-speed internet access

Share of households having access to optical fibre (FFTH, FTTB), 2018

Source: OECD (forthcoming), Regions and Cities at a Glance 2020



• Not only because many resilience targets are development 
objectives…

• But also, because resilient regions and cities have more 
capacity to protect their progress in many SDGs against 
economic, social and environmental shocks, 

– such as the COVID-19 pandemic

Increasing resilience is key to achieve the SDGs



THANK YOU

For more information on the Territorial Approach to the SDGs:

Marcos.DiazRamirez@oecd.org or Stefano.Marta@oecd.org

• Oe.cd/sdgs-local 

• @OECD_Local

• OECD (2020), A Territorial Approach to the Sustainable Development Goals: Synthesis 
report, OECD Urban Policy Reviews, OECD Publishing, Paris, 
https://doi.org/10.1787/e86fa715-en.
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